
What is the Family Radio Service (FRS)? 

  
Family Radio Service (FRS) is one of the Citizens Band Radio Services. 
It is used by family, friends and associates to communicate within a 
neighborhood and while on group outings and has a communications 
range of less than one mile. You can not make a telephone call with an 
FRS unit. You may use your FRS unit for business-related 
communications. 
  

Licensing 
License documents are neither needed nor issued. You are provided 
authority to operate a FRS unit in places where the FCC regulates 
radio communications as long as you use only an unmodified FCC 
certified FRS unit. An FCC certified FRS unit has an identifying label 
placed on it by the manufacturer. There is no age or citizenship 
requirement.  
  
 

FRS/GMRS Dual Service Radios 
Some manufacturers have received approval to market radios that are 
certified for use in both the Family Radio Service (FRS) and the 
General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS). Other manufacturers have 
received approval of their radios under the GMRS rules, but market 
them as FRS/GMRS radios on the basis that:  

• Some channels are authorized to both services, or 
• A user of the radio may communicate with stations in the other 

service. 

Radios marketed as "FRS/GMRS" or "dual-service radios" are available 
from many manufacturers and many retail or discount stores. The 
manual that comes with the radio, or the label placed on it by the 
manufacturer, should indicate the service the unit is certified for. If 
you cannot determine what service the unit may be used in, contact 
the manufacturer.  
If you operate a radio that has been approved exclusively under the 
rules that apply to FRS, you are not required to have a license. FRS 
radios have a maximum power of ½ watt (500 milliwatt) effective 
radiated power and integral (non-detachable) antennas. If you operate 
a radio under the rules that apply to GMRS, you must have a GMRS 
license. GMRS radios generally transmit at higher power levels (1 to 5 
watts is typical) and may have detachable antennas.  
 
 
 

http://wireless.fcc.gov/services/index.htm?job=service_home&id=general_mobile�

	What is the Family Radio Service (FRS)?
	Licensing
	FRS/GMRS Dual Service Radios


